
Notice of Decision – Honoré Mercier Bridge, Green Space Development 

An analysis carried out by The Jacques Cartier and Champlain Bridges Incorporated (JCCBI) has 
determined that the project to develop a green space near the Honoré Mercier Bridge is not likely 
to cause significant adverse environmental effects. 
This determination is based on the following factors: 

• Impacts on the rights of Indigenous Peoples 
• Indigenous knowledge 
• Community knowledge 
• Comments received from the public 
• Technically and economically feasible mitigation measures 

The project has been developed in close consultation with the Kahnawà:ke community, as part of 
efforts to establish a genuine partnership with the Mohawk Council of Kahnawà:ke. Co-creation 
and consultation activities were attended by representatives of various groups within the 
Kahnawà:ke community, helping ensure that the development will make a positive contribution 
once completed.  
Effective mitigation measures are planned for each potential environmental impact. As part of 
the project, various measures will be implemented to control nuisances and protect the natural 
environment, plants and wildlife (including special-status species). Here are some key examples 
of mitigation measures developed specifically for this project:    

• Threats to air quality will be mitigated by applying water to emitter zones, cleaning access 
roads and traffic lanes, limiting construction equipment speeds, covering bulk materials 
during transport, reducing equipment idling, and performing regular equipment 
maintenance. 

• Soil disturbance will be minimized by preventing soil compaction and degradation, 
carefully managing excavated soils, and avoiding accidental contamination. 

• Silting will be limited by restricting storage areas, and by carefully managing runoff water, 
maintenance areas, refuelling areas and concrete wash water. 

• The proliferation of invasive alien species will be suppressed through the excavation of 
any invasive plant communities identified on the plans. Invasive plant residues (stems, 
rhizomes, fragments) and all associated excavated soils will be buried in a disposal pit 
constructed at the project site. Furthermore, strict machinery and equipment cleaning 
protocols will be implemented. 

• With respect to special-status species, including the Susquehanna sand cherry (Prunus 
susquehanae) and narrowleaf blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium), all individuals 
present on the site will be identified and precisely geolocated before work begins. A 
physical protection zone at least three metres in diameter will then be established around 
each individual or community, with temporary fencing used to prevent any traffic, 
treading, material storage or worksite activity in these sensitive areas. 

• To protect fish habitat, work will be carried out during the low-risk period, erosion control 
measures will be implemented, deforestation will be limited, aquatic habitat functions 
will be maintained and the site will be restored. In addition, water from inside cofferdam 
enclosures will be treated before it is returned to the aquatic environment (to limit 
sediment flow), any fish trapped in confined or isolated sections of the worksite will be 
carefully recovered and immediately released into the aquatic environment, and water 



circulation in the work area will be restored gradually to allow for adjusting and 
interlocking the reconstituted bed materials (thereby ensuring the bed’s impermeability). 

• An appropriate device (e.g., a strainer) will be installed at the pump inlet to prevent the 
intake of fish. Likewise, the pump outlet will be oriented and configured in such a way as 
to prevent the water released downstream of the work area from causing localized bank 
erosion. 
 

The project is aligned with the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy, whose goals include 
increasing the canopy and green spaces, expanding fish habitat through the enhancement of 
aquatic environments, improving snake and bat habitats, and strengthening relations with 
Indigenous communities such as Kahnawà:ke.  
Residual and cumulative effects were taken into account in this analysis. Thanks to the 
implementation of mitigation measures and a comprehensive environmental monitoring 
program, the project is not expected to cause significant adverse environmental effects. JCCBI has 
also retained the services of a specialized firm to continuously monitor the work and ensure 
compliance with the planned mitigation measures. 

The Corporation will therefore be moving forward and allowing the project to proceed, in whole 
or in part. 

 


