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PART B: PROJECT INFORMATION 

7.0 PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED 

A statement of the purpose of and need for the project, including any potential benefits. 

On November 8, 2018, Longview Aviation Capital agreed to acquire the rights to both the name De Havilland 

Aircraft of Canada Limited and the Dash-8 aircraft program from Bombardier Inc. Prior to the conclusion of this 

transaction, Bombardier had announced the sale of the Downsview Airport lands to a Canadian pension fund that 

had indicated a desire to re-develop the property for commercial and residential purposes. With the sale of the 

airport having been announced, a new home to produce De Havilland aircraft was required.  

The Project is needed to allow De Havilland to meet market demand for their three modern aircraft platforms: the 

DHC-515 Firefighter, the DHC-6 Twin Otter, and the Dash-8. The DHC-515 Firefighter is a multi-mission 

amphibian and purpose-built aerial firefighting aircraft used to fight forest fires and it is an aircraft in high demand. 

The target market for the DHC-515 Firefighter is international and domestic clients. The predecessors to the DHC-

515 Firefighter aircrafts have been iconic among North American and European aerial firefighting fleets for over 

50 years De Havilland is undertaking reviews of the DHC-6 Twin Otter and the Dash-8 to ensure these products 

are meeting market demand. 

The purpose of the Project is to develop a new aerospace campus to allow De Havilland to assemble the DHC-

515 Firefighter, the DHC-6 Twin Otter, and the Dash-8. The Project will also provide repair services to Longsview 

aircraft, as required. 

By creating this new purpose-built campus, De Havilland’s head office can be situated with the aircraft parts 

manufacturing and assembly facilities, logistics and distribution sites, research and development, educational 

facilities, and heritage museum. The campus is being developed in a way that partners and suppliers to De 

Havilland will be able to operate either on the aerodrome site, or on other parcels of land to the north and east of 

the aerodrome. Finally, the campus will have adequate space for other aviation-related opportunities to be sited at 

the De Havilland Field Project.  

Once completed, the Proponent anticipates that there will be in excess of 1,500 employees working at the De 

Havilland Field Project. During construction, it is anticipated that there will 320 to 400 construction workers 

employed on the site, depending on how building production is phased. 

8.0 PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES REGULATION 

The provisions in the schedule to the Physical Activities Regulations describing the project, in whole or 

in part. 

The Project is subject to Section 46(a) of the Schedule of Physical Activities Regulation (GOC 2019c), as follows:  

46 The construction, operation, decommissioning and abandonment of one of the following:  

(a) a new aerodrome with a runway length of 1 000 m or more

The runway is proposed to be 2,041.6 m long.  

No other criteria presented in the Schedule to the Physical Activities Regulation are applicable to the proposed 

Project. Section 46(b) was considered a potential provision describing the Project; however, our understanding is 

that this provision only applies to certified aerodromes and the Project will be a registered aerodrome, not a 

certified aerodrome. 
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